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the Academy. This collection for public view is now assuming 
a more definite form than heretofore, through the earnest efforts 
of Mr. G. B. Cresson, the Custodian. 

During the year twelve written communications have been 
accepted by the American Entomological Society for publication 
in its Transactions, which still continue to maintain their stan- 
dard of previous years. In addition tp these, a work entitled 
" Synopsis of the Hymenoptera of North America," by Mr. E. T. 
Cresson, is being published by the society, in separate form, as 
an intercalary volume. The display made by the Section at the 
exhibition of the Microscopical Section was of great interest to 
those present. 

At the meeting held in December, the following officers were 
elected for the year 1887 : 



Director, 
Vice-Director, 
Recorder, . 
Treasurer, . 
Conservator. 



. Geo. H. Horn, M. D. 

. Rev. H. C. McCook, D. D. 

. J. H. Ridings. 

. E. T. Cresson. 

. H. Skinner, M. D. 

Respectfully presented, 

J. H. Ridings, 

Recorder. 



REPORT OF THE BOTANICAL SECTION. 

The Vice-Director of the Botanical Section respectfully reports 
that the prosperity noted in past years still continues, chiefly 
through the voluntary work of its active members. The Con- 
servator's account, adopted as part of this report, shows a very 
gratifying growth in the Herbarium, which is one of which the 
Academy may be proud. The membership, with some few 
additions and losses, remains about the same as last year. The 
Section is wholly free of debt, and has a balance in the treasury. 
Meetings have been held regularly on the second Monday evening 
in each month, except during the summer recess, and many new 
or interesting facts in botany have been brought to the notice of 
members — some of which have been thought worthy of recording 
in the Proceedings of the Academy. 
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The officers elected for the ensuing year are : — 

Director, . . . W. S. W. Ruschenberger, M. D. 

Vice-Director, . . Thomas Meehan. 

Recorder, . . . Chas. Schaffer, M. D. 

Treasurer, . . . Isaac C. Martindale. 

Conservator, . . . John H. Redfield. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Meehan, 

Vice-Director. 

Conservator's Report for 1886. — The Conservator of the Bo- 
tanical Section reports that the donations to the Herbarium, 
during the year just closed, consist of 2452 species of plants, of 
which 2433 are of phanerogams and vascular cryptogams, and 19 
of lichens. Of these, 726 species are new to the collection, and 
among them are representatives of 40 new genera. Of the 2452 
species, 847 are North American, 858 are from Tropical and South 
America, and 747 are from the Old World. The total number of 
species of phanerogams and vascular cryptogams now in the 
Herbarium is estimated at 26,189. 

A list of the donations for the year is appended to this report. 
Among them may be specified 232 species of North American 
grasses from the U. S. Department of Agriculture at "Washington, 
embracing 73 new species. These, with a collection of 54 species, 
made by F. Tweedy in the Yellowstone Park, make our series of 
N. American grasses unusually complete. From Dr. A Gray, of 
the Harvard University Herbarium, we have received about 300 
species from the Old and the New World, embracing many 
novelties. Members of our Section have presented two fine 
collections made by Pringle and by Palmer in the Mexican 
province of Chihuahua, consisting of 710 species, of which 267 
are new to us, and a very choice collection of South African 
plants made by Miss M. E. Cummings, nearly one-half of which 
were not in our Herbarium. Mr. Aubrey H. Smith has presented 
us 154 species which he collected in Colorado, New Mexico, and 
California (see Additions to Museum). 

The work of mounting the specimens in the North American 
Herbarium is still continued, and considerable progress has been 
made during the past year with the assistance of Mr. Burk. 
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During this period the N. America species of Gyperus have been 
carefully revised by Prof. Britton, of Columbia College, New 
York ; and the perplexing species of Paspalum, by Dr. Vasey, of 
Washington. Dr. John W. Eckfeldt has continued his special 
care of the lichens of the Academy, adding to their number, 
and has so arranged and catalogued the several collections of 
this order, as greatly to facilitate reference. Similar work is 
greatly needed for the remaining order of the lower Cryptogams. 

John H. Redfield, 

Conservator. 



REPORT OF THE MINERALOGICAL AND GEO- 
LOGICAL SECTION. 

The Director of the Mineralogical and Geological Section of 
the Academy of Natural Sciences would respectfully report that 
meetings have been held regularly during the year, but that 
owing to the enforced absence of several of the more active 
members the attendance has not been as great as formerly. The 
additions to the cabinet, while not as numerous as in former 
years, have been considerable and valuable. A number of them 
have been purchased with the funds of the Section. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Theo. D. Rand, 

Director. 



REPORT OF THE PROFESSOR OF INVERTEBRATE 
PALEONTOLOGY. 

The Professor of Invertebrate Paleontology respectfully reports 
that during the year he has delivered a course of lectures, with 
practical demonstrations, on geology and paleontology, which 
course was supplemented by a number of field excursions in 
the surroundings of Philadelphia. A special excursion, designed 
for the purposes of original investigation, and extending over a 
period of two weeks, was conducted during the month of July to 
Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard, resulting in valuable acquisi- 



